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	RODZINA 
By Karen Cushman
A twelve year old Polish-American girl is boarded onto an orphan train in Chicago with fears about traveling to the West and a life of unpaid slavery.

Genre: Historical Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 4.8
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	WATSONS GO TO BIRMINGHAM
By Christopher Paul Curtis
The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an African-American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963.
Genre: Historical Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 5.0
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	A LONG WAY FROM CHICAGO

By Richard Peck
A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother.
Genre: Historical Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 5.0
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	HATTIE BIG SKY

By Kirby Larson
Sixteen-year-old Hattie Brooks inherits her uncle's homesteading claim in Montana in 1917 and encounters some unexpected problems related to the war in Europe.

Genre: Historical Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 4.4
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	EACH LITTLE BIRD THAT SINGS 

By Debbie Wiles
Comfort Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the funeral parlor in their small southern town, but even so the ten-year-old is unprepared for the series of heart-wrenching events that begins on the first day of Easter vacation with the sudden death of her beloved great-uncle Edisto.

Genre: Realistic Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 8-10      Grade Level:  4.5
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	SURVIVING THE APPLEWHITES

By Stephanie Tolan
Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite family's Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had.
Genre: Realistic Fiction     Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level:  5.5
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	LANDRY NEWS

By Andrew Clements
A fifth-grader starts a newspaper with an editorial that prompts her burnt-out classroom teacher to really begin teaching again, but he is later threatened with disciplinary action as a result.
Genre: Realistic Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 6.0
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	BECOMING NAOMI LEON

By Pam Munoz Ryan
When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and younger brother in search of her father.
Genre: Realistic Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 5.4
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	HONUS AND ME

By Dan Gutman
Joey, who loves baseball but is not very good at it, finds a valuable 1909 Honus Wagner card and travels back in time to meet Honus.

Genre: Realistic Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 9-12      Grade Level: 4.3
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	SUMMER OF RILEY

By Eve Bunting
Shortly after he gets the perfect dog, Riley, eleven-year-old William must fight for his dog's life after Riley is taken away because he chases and injures an elderly neighbor's old horse.

Genre: Realistic Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 8-12      Grade Level: 3.8      
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	THE TROUBLE WITH TUCK

By Theodore Taylor
A young girl trains her blind dog to follow and trust a seeing-eye companion dog.
Genre: Realistic Fiction      Interest Level: Ages 8-12       Grade Level: 5.8      
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	TWENTY ONE BALLOONS
By William du Bois
Professor William Sherman goes on an incredibly fabulous voyage in a balloon across the Pacific Ocean landing briefly on the island of Krakatoa.
Genre: Classic            Interest Level: Ages 9-12            Grade Level: 6.8
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	THE INDIAN IN THE CUPBOARD

By Lynne Reid Banks
A nine-year-old boy receives a plastic Indian, a cupboard, and a little key for his birthday and finds himself involved in adventure when the Indian comes to life in the cupboard and befriends him.
Genre: Classic            Interest Level: Ages 8-10            Grade Level: 4.7
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	WHITTINGTON

By Alan Armstrong
Whittington, a feline descendant of Dick Whittington's famous cat of English folklore, appears at a rundown barnyard plagued by rats and restores harmony while telling his ancestor's story.
Genre: Classic             Interest Level: Ages 8-10             Grade Level: 4.9
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	THE POWER OF UN

By Nancy Etchemendy
When he is given a device that will allow him to "undo" what has happened in the past, Gib Finney is not sure what event from the worst day in his life he should change in order to keep his sister from being hit by a truck.
Genre: Fantasy/Sci Fi      Interest Level: Ages 9-12        Grade Level: 4.8
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	GREEN THUMB

By Rob Thomas
While spending the summer in the Amazon rain forest of Brazil doing botanical research, thirteen-year-old Grady discovers a secret language used by the trees to communicate with each other and falls afoul of the dictatorial Dr. Carter, whose motives seem questionable.
Genre: Fantasy/Sci Fi      Interest Level: Ages 10-14        Grade Level: 6.0
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	PRINCE OF THE POND

By Donna Jo Napoli
Having been turned into a frog by a hag, a frog-prince makes the best of his new life as he mates, raises a family, and instills a new kind of thinking into his frog family.
Genre: Fantasy/Sci Fi      Interest Level: Ages 9-12       Grade Level: 3.2
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	Z FOR ZACHARIAH

By Robert O’Brian
After living alone for a year, believing herself to be the only survivor of a nuclear holocaust, sixteen-year-old Ann makes a startling discovery--a scientist named John Loomis has also survived--but this pleasant surprise very quickly turns sinister.
Genre: Fantasy/Sci Fi      Interest Level: Ages 10-14       Grade Level: 5.5
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	CRISPIN: THE CROSS OF LEAD

By Avi
Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.
Genre: Adventure/Mystery    Interest Level: Ages 8-12     Grade Level: 5.0
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	WRECKERS

By Iain Lawrence
Shipwrecked after a vicious storm, fourteen-year-old John Spencer attempts to save his father and himself while also dealing with an evil secret about the Cornish coastal town where they are stranded.
Genre: Adventure/Mystery   Interest Level: Ages 10-14    Grade Level: 4.2
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	SEVEN WONDERS OF SASSAFRAS SPRINGS

By Betty G. Birney
Eben McAllister searches his small town to see if he can find anything comparable to the real Seven Wonders of the World.
Genre: Adventure/Mystery    Interest Level: Ages 8-10    Grade Level: 4.8
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	THE WESTING GAME

By Ellen Raskin
The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire brings together an unlikely assortment of heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their inheritance.
 Genre: Adventure/Mystery    Interest Level: Ages 9-12    Grade Level: 5.3
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	DEAD LETTER

By Betsy Cromer Bryars
Herculeah Jones and her best friend Meat set out to crack the case of the mysterious note which she finds in the lining of a second-hand coat.
Genre: Adventure/Mystery    Interest Level: Ages 9-12    Grade Level: 3.8
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	WHO WAS WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

By Celeste Mannis
Presents a brief profile of the life and works of sixteenth-century playwright, William Shakespeare; and contains black-and-white illustrations that include a diagram of the Globe Theater.
Genre: Adventure/Mystery    Interest Level: Ages 9-12    Grade Level: 5.0


