
CHAPEL READINGS FOR FEBRUARY 
 
 



Thursday, February 1 (Found Sheep - Luke 15: 3-6) 
We may stray from God but he will always be there for us. 
 
Chapel before Tu B’shvat (J) Saturday 
Tu B'Shevat, the 15th day of the Jewish month of Shevat, is a holiday also known as the 
New Year for Trees. The word "Tu" is not really a word; it is the number 15 in Hebrew.  
Tu B'Shevat is the new year for the purpose of calculating the age of trees for tithing. 
Lev. 19:23-25 states that fruit from trees may not be eaten during the first three years; 
the fourth year's fruit is for God, and after that, you can eat the fruit. Each tree is 
considered to have aged one year as of Tu B'Shevat. 
There are few customs or observances related to this holiday. One custom is to eat a new 
fruit on this day. Some people plant trees on this day. Children may go around collecting 
money for trees.  
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke  
 
Jesus said, “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 
that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders 
and rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and 
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that 
was lost.’”  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Monday, February 5 ( The Sower- Matthew 13:3-8) 
What gets in the way of our relationship with God? Or The Extravagant 
Sower 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 
  
Jesus said: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on 
rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up 
quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were 
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on 
good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty.” 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Tuesday, February 6 (The good Samaritan- Luke 10:30-37) 
The importance of being a good neighbor and having compassion for others. 
Who is our neighbor? Everyone  
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 
  
Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, 
leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road; 
and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a 
Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw him, he was 
moved with pity. He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having poured 
oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him. The next day he took out two denarii, gave them 
to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will 
repay you whatever more you spend.’  
Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into 
the hands of the robbers?”  
 
He said, “The one who showed him mercy.”  
 
Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 



Thursday, February 8 (True Vine- John 15: 1-11) 
God’s abiding love 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John 
 
Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine-grower. He 
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit 
he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have already been cleansed by the 
word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you 
unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and 
withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you 
abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit 
and become my disciples. As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete.”  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Monday, February 12 (Prodigal Son- Luke 15:11-32) Shortened Version 
God is patient with us and is always there for us. 
Lincoln’s Birthday 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 
  
Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. The younger said to his 
father, “Give me the share of the property that will belong to me.”  
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant 
country, and there he squandered his property. So he went and hired himself 
out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed 
the pigs. He came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands 
have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will go to 
my father, and say, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I 
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired 
hands.’ ”  
So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father 
saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around 
him and kissed him.  
Then the son said to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.”  
But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out the best robe and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted 
calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead 
and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to celebrate.  
‘Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the 
house, he heard music and dancing. Then he became angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his 
father, “For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I 
have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a 
young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of 
yours came back, who has devoured your property, you killed the fatted calf 
for him!”  
Then the father said to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.” ’  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



Tuesday, February 13 (Centurion Servant- Luke 7:2-10) 
God’s love will make us whole 
 
Saint’s Day: Absalom Jones 
Absalom Jones was born a house slave in 1746 in Delaware. He taught himself to read 
out of the New Testament, among other books. When sixteen, he was sold to a store 
owner in Philadelphia. There he attended a night school for Blacks, operated by 
Quakers. At twenty, he married another slave, and purchased her freedom with his 
earnings. Jones bought his own freedom in 1784. Jones was ordained deacon in 1795 
and priest in 1802. 
 
Jones was an earnest preacher. He denounced slavery. To him, God was the Father, who 
always acted on “behalf of the oppressed and distressed.” But it was his constant visiting 
and mild manner that made him beloved by his own flock and by the community. Known 
as “the Black Bishop of the Episcopal Church,” Jones was an example of persistent faith 
in God and in the Church as God’s instrument. 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Luke 
  
A centurion there had a slave whom he valued highly, and who was ill and 
close to death. When he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders to 
him, asking him to come and heal his slave. When they came to Jesus, they 
appealed to him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy of having you do this for 
him, for he loves our people, and it is he who built our synagogue for us.’ 
And Jesus went with them, but when he was not far from the house, the 
centurion sent friends to say to him, ‘Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am 
not worthy to have you come under my roof; therefore I did not presume to 
come to you. But only speak the word, and let my servant be healed. For I 
also am a man set under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to one, 
“Go”, and he goes, and to another, “Come”, and he comes, and to my slave, 
“Do this”, and the slave does it.’ When Jesus heard this he was amazed at 
him, and turning to the crowd that followed him, he said, ‘I tell you, not 
even in Israel have I found such faith.’ When those who had been sent 
returned to the house, they found the slave in good health.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Thursday, February 15 (Creation- Genesis 1:26-31) 
Humankind’s responsibility for God’s creation 
Chapel before President’s Day (Monday) 
 
A Reading from the book of Genesis  
 
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 
likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’  
So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them.  
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 
the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over 
the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 
God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them 
for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to 
everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 
have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the sixth day.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Tuesday, February 20 (The Fall- Genesis 3:1-6) 
We have free will to make right or wrong decisions 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
  
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 
God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden”?’  
The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 
garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’  
But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; for God knows that 
when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Wednesday, February 21 
Ash Wednesday 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew 
 
Jesus said, "Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen 
by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
 
"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the 
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be 
praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 
doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
 
"And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to 
stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may 
be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But 
whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your 
Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
 
"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they 
disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell 
you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, put oil on your 
head and wash your face, so that your fasting may be seen not by others but 
by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
 
"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 
consume and where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where 
thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also." 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Thursday, February 22 (The Flood- Genesis 9:8-15) 
God’s covenant with us and all of creation 
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis 
  
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, ‘As for me, I am 
establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with 
every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and 
every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by 
the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the 
earth.’  
God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you 
and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have 
set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth. When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the 
clouds, I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every 
living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood 
to destroy all flesh.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Monday, February 26 (Moses- Exodus 3:1-6) 
God does not give us challenges that we cannot handle. He will provide the 
strength and the tools 
 
A Reading from the book of Exodus 
  
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of 
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of 
fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not 
consumed. Then Moses said, ‘I must turn aside and look at this great sight, 
and see why the bush is not burned up.’  
When the LORD saw that he had turned aside to see, God called to him out of 
the bush, ‘Moses, Moses!’  
And he said, ‘Here I am.’  
Then he said, ‘Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for the 
place on which you are standing is holy ground.’ He said further, ‘I am the 
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



Tuesday, February 27 (The Exodus- Exodus 14:21-25) 
God saves 
 
A Reading from the book of Exodus 
  
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea 
back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the 
waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians 
pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and 
cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army 
into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with 
difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD 
is fighting for them against Egypt.’  
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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